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Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)

he Government accords highest priority for ensuring safety and security of children and has
undertaken various interventions in this regard. To safeguard children against sexual abuse and
sexual harassment. Government has enacted Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. 2012, The act defines a child as any person below the age of 18 years.

POCSO Act under section-12 provides punishment for committing sexual harassment which
shall be with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years and
shall also be liable 10 fine. The Act was further amended in 2019 to introduce more stringent
punishment including death penalty for committing sexual crimes on children, with a view to
deter the perpetrators & prevent such crimes against children.

‘We commit to protect the safety of our children at all costs.’
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